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second-growth forest around it, virgin forest too is a human construct, one whose different disturbance history
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novelist, Zencey has brought together autobiography and philosophy to produce a work at once accessible and
intellectually rigorous. Perceptive, urgent, and lyrical, these essays are alive with warmth and wit and the
occasional glint of melancholy. Virgin Forest is a passionate call for ecological health. It amply demonstrates
(as the final essay has it) Why History Is Sublime: if we suffer a postmodern lack of grounding, only a rooted-in-
place ecological sensibility can supply our need, and historical understanding is its inescapable prerequisite.
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