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illustrated. 1828 Excerpt: . . . up their proportion of the continental army by a draught on the inhabitants, which
is now carrying into execution; that a great proportion of the militia in service are farmers and men of
property; that they have served the longest time for which they engaged; that the spring will be considerably
advanced before they can reach their homes, some having more than four hundred miles to march; that if the
husbandman loses the benefit of the spring, he in a great degree will lose the advantages of the summer also,
which will not only involve many families in distress and want, but be very injurious to the public; for it is
evident to every observer, that great attention must be paid to our husbandry as well as our arms; for
notwithstanding we have a country capable of producing all kinds of necessary provisions in great plenty, yet
from the large number of men taken from the field into the continental army and marine service, the frequent
calls for militia, the waste and destruction spread in the states of New-York and the Jersies, and from a queer
sort of despair in some, arising from a belief that the game is up, as they express it, and therefore nothing is to
be done but what mere necessity requires. And from many other causes, I am apprehensive unless husbandry is
attended to we shall soon feel the ill consequences of it, not only with regard to supplies of provisions,...
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