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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Prize Essay on Fairs In offering its prize for the best
essay on the advantages to be derived from establishing regular fairs or market-days throughout the State, for
the sale and exchange of agricultural products, it is presumed that the Society did not mean to consider the
question as settled in favor of such fairs; but wished rather to elicit inquiry into their merits as compared with
the prevailing modes of disposing of the products of the farm; and if, upon a careful and candid consideration
of the question, it should be found that there were sufficient and weighty reasons for the establishing of such
fairs, that then some practical plan should be proposed for this purpose. These fairs or market-days, which in
fact are nothing more than a periodical concourse of people at a stated place for selling and buying
agricultural commodities and for hiring laborers, have long been in successful operation in Great Britain. To
the farmers there they are of great importance, constituting their chief, or perhaps their only, opportunities of
effecting profitable sales or purchases of stock. The different breeds of neat-stock, of horses, of sheep and of
swine, are exposed to sale, often in large numbers and of great excellence, at the local fairs in the quarter
where they are raised; and they attract to them dealers from a distance, with the certainty that they can find
just the description of animals they are in want of. This, with the local attendance, usually ensures a brisk
business. And so great is the convenience of a market-day considered to be to the neighborhood in which it is
held, that new fairs...
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