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Convention at Sacramento March 3d, 1879; Submitted to and Ratified by the People May 7th, 1879 In civil
actions, and cases of misdemeanor, the jury may consist of twelve, or of any number less than twelve upon
which the parties may agree in open Court. Sec.8. ODenses heretofore required to be prosecuted by indictment
shall be prosecuted by information, after examination and commitment by a magistrate, or by indictment, with
or without such examination and commitment, as may be prescribed by law. A Grand Jury shall be drawn and
summoned at least once a year in each county. Sec.9. Every citizen may freely speak, write, and publish his
sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that right; and no law shall be passed to restrain
or abridge the liberty of speech or of the press. In all criminal prosecutions for libels, the truth may be given in
evidence to the jury; and if it shall appear to the jury that the matter charged as libelous is true, and was
published with good motives and for justifiable ends, the party shall be acquitted; and the jury shall have the
right to determine the law and the fact. Indictments found, or information laid, for publications in newspapers
shall be tried in the county where such newspapers have their publication oDice, or in the county where the
party alleged to be libeled resided at the time of the alleged publication, unless the place of trial shall be
changed for good cause. Sec.10. The people shall have the right to freely assemble together to consult for the
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